n December 15, 1994, 27 protesters entered Revenue 
Canada in downtown Toronto and commenced an oc- 
cupation of the building. The occupation lasted for one 
month and ended with a masive demonstration of about 
_one thousand protesters. The Anti-Colonial Action Alli- 
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ance participated in demonstrations in‘support of the occu- 
pation. We have collected information and News Releases . 
which outline the situation and background to the Aborigi- 
nal occupation of Revenue Canada. As of yet, this issue 
has not been resolved. 


Day 5: A FAST BEGINS 


December 19, 1994 
A 7:00 p.m., Monday, December 19, Day % of the 
occupation, Four Aboriginal men commenced a 7 day 
prayer fast under the spiritual direction of Anishnawbe 
Elder, Angus Pontiac. 
The four men - Harvey Manning, George Mcleod, 
Jonathan Mianskum and Andrew Bainbridge - are confined 
to the tipi that was erected in the courtyard of Revenue 


DAILY BULLETINS FROM 
"REVENUE REZ" _ 


Canada at 36 Adelaide St. East in downtown Toronto. 

The purpose of the fast is to pray for strength 
and guidance for the 27 people occupying the Revenue 
Canada building and for a peaceful and just resolution 
to the occupation. 

One of the fasters added that the prayers are also, 
“for those of our people who will suffer from further ineq- 
uities, and for the coming generations whose very future 
and existence as Native People will be greatly diminished 
if our rights are allowed to be taken”. 


Day 8: SUPPORT OVERWHELMING 


December 22, 1994 
‘G's two hundred supporters gathered last night to show 


support for the 27 protesters occupying Revenue 
Canada since Thursday, December 15. Overwhelming sup- 


Day 12: STATEMENT FROM THE GROUP 
OCCUPYING REVENUE CANADA 


December 26, 1994 
Te following is a statement released by the Revenue 
Canada protesters today: 
Our resolve is strengthened by the need to address 
the issues plaguing Native people both on the territories 
and in the urban centres. 


When we began the occupation of the Revenue 


port is being received from across the country from both 
Native and Non-Native communities. 

“We are very encouraged by the endless flow of 
faxes and phone calls coming in support of this action”, 
said Roger Obonsawin, a member of the group inside Rev- 
enue Canada. “Significant attention is being directed to 
this critical issue”. 


Canada buildings on December 15, we made a commit- 
ment to all the Creator’s children. That commitment of 
positive social change is not negotiable. 

Our commitment is not another broken promise. We 
offer to our children hope, pride, 8perseverence and defi- 
ance and we must say to the government of Canada: 


‘deal with us, talk with us in a respectable integral 
manner as our children deserve or take us out by force 
because we will not leave here until we have that which we 
have come here for’ 


Day 14: SITUATION REPORT 
December 28, 1994 


lhe Revenue Canada offices in Toronto have been oc- 

cupied since December 15th to protest Revenue Cana- 
da’s decision to implement the illegal collection of certain 
taxes on the income of Aboriginal peoples. The reason we 
have taken this position is because: 


a) this taxation is in violation of decisions of the Supreme 
Court of Canada; 

b) this taxation is in violation of certain Aboriginal and 
Treaty Rights which are reaffirmed in Canada’s Constitu- 
tion; 

c) the Prime Minister of Canada has acknowledged that 
these taxes are unjust and that his government would take 
actions to ensure that Revenue Canada would not collect 
them; 
d) the Deputy Minister has stated unequivocally that these 
taxes are unjust and would not be imposed; 

e) no studies have been undertaken to properly examine 
the social and economic implications of this decision. 


When Revenue Canada annouced that it would pro- ` 
ceed to implement the taxes despite these promises and in 
the face of violating rights and acting contrary to decisions 
of the Supreme Court, we began our occupation. Our de- 
mand is simple: 

That the decision of Revenue Canada to implement 
its new policy on January 1, 1995 be held in abeyance pend- 
ing further discussions, studies and proper ‘consultations 
on the issue, including the gathering of legal opinions from 
independent experts. 

Since then, all federal ministers have maintained 
that this is a matter to be resolved by Revenue Canada. In 
turn, Revenue Canada has taken a position that after we 
have ended the occupation of its offices, it would: 

a) meet with a representative of the occupiers “to hear fur- 
ther representations”; 

b) “take all available steps to expedite consideration by 
the courts of any challenge of the guidelines or their 
application,” in particular circumstances. 

We consider that this reply falls far short of our de- 
mand. The “hearing of further representations” would take 
place after Revenue Canada has already implemented its 
new taxation program and falls short of any real discus- 
sions or negotiations. It is not a good faith offer to find a 


resolution. Second, “taking all available steps” falls far short 
of stating, “We will place the matter before the Supreme 
Court and we will assist all interested parties to present 
their position before the courts. 

We understand the difficulty the government has in 
conducting negotiations while the occupation continues. 
The government should understand our difficulty in end- 
ing the occupation without some firm commitment. 

We feel that all people would agree our demand is 
reasonable. All Revenue Canada needs to say is that after 
further consideration, it regards it as fair: 

That its decision to implement the new tax program 
be put on hold pending a detailed examination of the socio- 
economic impacts and consideration of the best means to 
implement the promises made by the Prime Minister, 


Day 18: PROTESTERS CALL FOR 
CONSULTATION WHICH IS ACCOUNT- 
ABLE TO THE PEOPLE 


rotesters have called into question the fact that the “‘con- 

sultation “ process, Chretien’s only defence for im- 
plementing the new taxation guidelines, is hollow, par- 
ticularly when those managing the “consultation” were 
the only group to receive income tax exemption in the 
revised guidelines. 

“Chretien is backed into a corner”, says spokesper- 
son Barbra Nahwegahbow, referring to the full page ad on 
December 30, 1994 in the Globe and Mail. “ The public 
has seen for itself that Chretien uses the same double-speak 
that his predecessors used when dealing with Aboriginal 
people.” 

“The real issue”, says Nahwegahbow, “is that our 
Aboriginal rights are being gradually stripped away. In ef- 
fect, we are only Aboriginal if we stay on our reserves and 


Deputy Prime Minister, Finance Minister, the Liberal Party 
of Canada and other Cabinet Ministers. 

During this period, there can be negotiation, dis- 
cussions, studies, and gathering of legal opinions with all 
interested parties, including representatives of those occu- 
pying the Revenue Canada building. 

If Revenue Canada wishes to issue a proposal of its 
own which would accommodate our fair, simple and just 
demand, we would be pleased to consider it. 

The people of Canada have an interest in ensuring 
that it has a Government in Ottawa which can be depended 
upon to keep its promises, which follows the decisions of 
the country’s Supreme Court and which honours its com- 
mitments reaffirmed in Canada’s Constitution with respect 
to the rights of Aboriginal people. We invite their support. 


continue to be dominated by institutions created through 
the Indian Act. Our rights are being terminated and we 
have no voice. Decisions affecting our rights and our chil- 
dren’s rights are being made by those who do not have to 
live with the consequences. We have no voice; we have no 
representation. That is why our frustration is growing.” 
The underlying issues behind the Native protest 
which began December 15, 1994 at Revenue Canada build- 


- ings in Toronto intensify as this ad-hoc coalition enters 


day 19 of their occupation. This protest has drawn national 
attention as the occupiers continue their struggle to pre- 
vent further erosion of their off-reserve rights. 
SEE 
The request of the protesters remains firm: 

1) that Revenue Canada rescind its new policy effective 
January 1, 1995; 

2) that a process be defined that would include further 
discussions, an indepth analysis of economic re per- 
cussions/advantages, and representative consultations on 
the issue which would include those directly affected. 


CAIRES POSITION STATEMENT 


‘Peet right to tax immunity is a portable right 
recognized by the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and the 


Treaties. Our tax immunity is not based on any “Good Will” 
gesture by governments! We were forced to give up our 
lands. In return we received a small token payment of the 
actual worth of our land - tax immunity. 

Revenue Canada’s decision to implement guidelines 
which will affect the off-reserve taxation immunity rights 
of Aboriginal people living off-reserve will be drastically 
affected by this unilateral action. Since this action was taken 
without consultation, the Government of Canada breached 
its own judiciary in the Sparrow Supreme Court decision. 
Serious setbacks on the ability of Aboriginal people, their 
organizations and their communities to become economi- 
cally self-reliant will result. We will again be ghettoized - 
relegated to perpetual poverty and dependent on govern- 
ment “hand-outs”. We will again be made to feel guilty 
about our tax immunity as if we did not pay a prohibitive 
price already! 

The government of Canada is so arrogant that de- 
spite letters from Mr. Chretien and other MP’s, before the 
election, stating that Revenue Canada is changing the rules 
due to a “flawed interpretation” and that the Liberals would 
never be guilty of such callous actions, the government is 
` moving at full steam implementing these illegal actions 
without even bothering to assess the enormous socio-eco- 
nomic impacts our communities will be forced to endure. 


CAIRES wants the following: 
That the guidelines developed by Revenue Canada as a 
reaction to Williams be withdrawn. 
@ That the socio-economic impact of the guidelines on 
Aboriginal individuals, organizations, businesses and com- 
munities is assessed. 
That discussions be held between CAIRES, the Minis- 
ter of Finance, the Minister of Industry and Science Canada, 
and the Minister of Indian Affairs in order to agree on a 
process for entrenching Aboriginal economic development 
principles which recognize Aboriginal tax immunity. 


For more information, 
please contact: 


Anti-Colonial Action Alliance 
Box 25, 197 Hunter St. W. 
Peterborough, ON 

K9H 2L1 


The following are among the groups voicing their support: 


Native 

Chiefs of Ontario 

Grand Chief Doug Maracle, Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians 
Walpole Island First Nation 

Kettle Point First Nation 

United Native Nations, B.C. 

Grand Chief Joe Hare, Union of Ontario Indians 
National Association of Friendship Centres 
Can-Am Native Friendship Centre of Windsor Inc. 
Anishnawbe Health Toronto Inc. 

Can-Am Urban Native Homes 

Shawanaga First Nation 

Rama First Nation 

Niagara Regional Native Centre 

Montreal Native Friendship Centre 
Peterborough Native Friendship Centre 
Hamilton Regional Indian Centre 

Aboriginal Legal Services 

Barrie Native Friendship Centre 

Fort Erie Native Cultural Centre 

Native Brotherhood of BC 

Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 

ACT FAIR Hamilton 

Council Fire Native Cultural Centre 

Innu Takuaikan, Uashat mak Mani-Utenam 
Mamaleleqala Qwe’qwa’sot’ Enox Band. B.C 
Thunder Bay Indian Youth Friendship Society 
Mohawk Nation Bear Clan Members 
Anduhyaun 

Centre d’Amitie Autochtone de Val d’Or 
Micmac Native Friendship Centre 

Lil’ wat Nation 

Regroupement des centres d’amitie autochtones du Quebec 
Grand Chief Peter Kelly, Treaty 3 

CAIRES 

Aboriginal Defence League 

Calgary Aboriginal Alliance 

Sucker Creek First Nation 

Deiia Opekekew, Barristers & Solicitors 
Native Canadian Centre of Toronto 

Whitehall Singers 

Members of Tyendinaga First Nation 

Huronia Area Aboriginal Assistance Corp. 
SAGO Tobacco Company 


Support Groups 
Turtle Island Support Group 
OPSEU (Ontario Public Service Employees Union) 


| Ontario Coalition Against Poverty 


CASNP (Canadian Alliance in Solidarity With Native People) 

World of Aboriginal Radio (University of Victoria) 
Concerned Citizens of Aboriginal Rights, Victoria, B.C. 

Babaylan Philippine Solidarity Group 

Sexual Violence Support and Information Centre of the Kawarthas 
Leonard Peltier Defence Committee 

Canadian Union of Postal Workers 

Black Action Defence Committee 

Sistahs 

Central Neighbourhood House 

Catholic Worker House 

Greenpeace . 

Canadian Civil Liberties Association 


These groups along with numerous individuals are signing letters of sup- 
port and making direct donations of food, finances, and other resources to 
support First Nations people. 


